                                                                                                                                                                                    

                                                                                                                                                            
COMMUNITY ASSET TRANSFER INFORMATION SHEET – SUPPORT FOR VSC GROUPS

This sheet lists useful sources of information and support available to groups.  Please note it lists the key sources but is not exhaustive.

	Support Group Name and Description 
	Contact Details:

	NATIONAL:

	Asset Transfer Unit (ATU) - provides expert advice, guidance and support to groups on asset transfer.  There are lots of useful resources on their website inc. toolkits, interactive support map and a dedicated wiki for groups to ask questions/share experiences.  Free business planning and bid appraisal service.
	website: www.atu.org.uk   

email: info@atu.org.uk   

phone: 0845 345 4564

	Community Matters - the nationwide federation for community associations and similar organisations providing advice and resources on all aspects of managing a charity, premises, and activities.  They run an advice line, training and consultancy services as well as VISIBLE (development tool and accreditation scheme for community organisations).  Members have access to additional support.      
	website: www.communitymatters.org.uk    
email: info@communitymatters.org.uk   

phone: 0207 837 7887


	Charity Commission - services include online guidance and resources about legal and charitable issues.
	website:  www.charity-commission.gov.uk

	Capacity-builders - national programme set up to improve the support and advice available to charities, voluntary and community groups and social enterprises.  Information about their funding programmes, current news and sector developments on their website. 
	website:  www.capacitybuilders.org.uk 



	REGIONAL:

	Development Trusts Association (DTA) - a network of practitioners to help development trusts set up, work effectively and learn from each other.  They provide advice, information and training and run funding and capacity-building programmes like Communitybuilders.  Lots of website resources including the DTA Healthcheck.  A useful network to join. 
	website: www.Dta.org.uk    
email: c.weekes@dta.org.uk   

phone: 0121 449 7062


	Big Lottery West Midlands - funding information, regional updates, newsletter and resources.
	website: www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/               westmidlands
ADVICE LINE: 0845 410 20 30

	Support Group Name and Description 
	Contact Details:

	LOCAL:

	BCC Community Assets Development Programme - a range of learning and training opportunities, including training and support for organisations on VISIBLE and Valuing Worth. (Programme supported by AWM  funding)
	email: lise.a.smith@birmingham.gov.uk  OR Karen_Cheney@birmingham.gov.uk        

phone: 0121 303 4222/ 675-8519

	BVSC -  supports voluntary action in Birmingham.  This includes sectoral news and information, training, resources and funding information.  Links to Local Development Agencies via their website.
	website:  www.bvsc.org    

email: admin@bvsc.org             

phone: 0121 643 4343 

	BRAP - work with all communities and organisations to turn equality into a reality.  Programmes target organisations working in disadvantaged areas and BME 3rd sector organisations, supporting them to work effectively and be sustainable.
	website:  www.brap.org.uk    

email: brap@brap.org.uk             

phone: 0121 456 7400 

	iSE - a development organisation working to start, develop and sustain social enterprises, social firms and voluntary and community sector organisations.  Specialist advice, guidance and training.   Events, programmes and funding opportunities on their website.
	website:  www.i-se.co.uk           

email: events@i-se.co.uk         

phone: 0121 771 1411


	Digbeth Trust - support for grass roots voluntary and community organisations seeking to develop community facilities and services.  Training and information resources, access to funding programmes and a register of quality assured consultants.      
	website:    www.digbethtrust.org.uk
email: info@digbethtrust.org.uk
phone:  0121 753 0706      


	BeBirmingham – the Social Capital and Enterprise Programme provides grant funding and a range of activities to support individuals and community and voluntary groups take an active role in their communities, and support organisations to be more enterprising.   
	website: www.bebirmingham.org.uk
email: bebirmingham@ bebirmingham.gov.uk  

phone: 0121 464 9168

	External Funding Unit – access to available sources of external funding.  The unit provides factsheets and regular newsletters and an online searchable database (GrantNet).  
	website: www.birmingham.gov.uk/grants
email: efs.enquiries@birmingham.gov.uk       

phone: 0121 303 0010

	Birmingham Community Foundation -  helps to fund hundreds of local charity and community projects in Birmingham and The Black Country each year through programmes such as Grassroot Grants
	website:  www.bhamfoundation.co.uk/
email: team@bhamfoundation.co.uk   
phone: 0121 322 5560

	Business in the Community - provide free professional support for community groups and volunteers from businesses.
	website: www.bitc.org.uk
email: alison.maxam@bitc.org.uk       phone: 0121 451 2227


